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SUBJECT: ROK RELEASES THREE JAPANESE PRISONERS 

1 . DECEMBER 27 ASAHI REPORTED THAT SOUTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT 
HAD RELEASED THREE JAPANESE CITIZENS, ALL ETHNIC KOREANS, 
SERVING LIFE SENTENCES FOR VIOLATIONS OF ROK 
ANTI-COMMUNIST ACTIVITY AND NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS. 

THE THREE - GENTARO ITO, MITSUJI SAWAMOTO, AND SUSUMU 
NATSUTANI - WERE EXPECTED TO BE FLOWN TO JAPAN ON 
EVENING OF DECEMBER 27. ASAHI NOTED THAT ROK WAS 
CAREFUL TO DESCRIBE RELEASE NOT AS RESULT OF AMNESTY BUT 
RATHER DUE TO SPECIAL INTERVENTION OF PRESIDENT PARK 
CHUNG HEE. SEVERAL DIET MEMBERS. PARTICULARLY LDP 
UPPER HOUSE MEMBER KAZUO TAMAKI, HAD EARLIER 
PETITIONED PRESIDENT PARK FOR PRISONERS' RELEASE. 

ASHAHI SPECULATED RELEASE WAS TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH 
INAUGURATION OF FUKUDA CABINET. 

2. FONOFF NE ASIA DEPDIR KAWASHIMA CONFIRMED ACCURACY OF 
ASHAI ARTICLE. GOJ, HE EXPLAINED, HAD HAD INDICATIONS 

FOR SOME TIME THAT RELEASE WAS BEING CONSIDERED BY ROK. 

IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION, LOCAL ROK EMBASSY POLITICAL 
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COUNSELOR DESCRIBED RELEASE AS "FRIENDLY GESTURE" TO 
GOJ. WITH THIS RELEASE. HE NOTED, THERE WERE "NO MORE 
JAPANESE PRISONERS IN KOREAN JAILS." 
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